








A collaborative research by DLSU faculty members
shows that while many pupils in public schools

may be engaged in social media, most are not yet
literate with basic computer and information technology.




With the continuous development

of computer technology and the growth
of internet, it is surprising to hear

that the Philippine basic education
curriculum has no existing program

for information and communication
technology (ICT) education. There is no
computer science or computer laboratory
class except in well-endowed public
schools and private schools.

This is what the team of Filipino
Department Full Professor Dr. Rhoderick
Nuncio and Department of English and
Applied Linguistics Associate Professor
Dr. Rochelle Lucas sought to answer
through their project E-Learning outreach

program for Public Basic Education: An
Action Research on Creating Knowledge
Space, Learning Opportunities &
Community Engagement for Public
Elementary Pupils. The study is one of the
recipients of the DLSU’s Challenge Grant
Research Project, a program designed

to encourage collaboration among DLSU
faculty to do projects aligned with the

strategic research thrusts of the University.

The researchers’ main objective was

to emphasize the importance of ICT
education and to introduce a program
that can be used in line with the existing
Department of Education curriculum.
This need is underscored in the results of

the pretest that the team conducted in the
three participating schools - Maximo Estrella
Elementary School and Hen. Pio del Pilar
Elementary School in Makati City; and Pulo
Elementary School in Cabuyao, Laguna.

The pretest shows that though the pupils
are familiar with online gaming or social
media, e.g. Facebook, they do not know
how to turn on and off a computer, connect
to the internet or use basic office computer
software. These pupils mostly access
computers in internet cafes where gadgets
are already prepared for their use.

To address this, they developed and
introduced an ICT program and installed
e-learning stations in the participating
schools. The ICT program is composed

of three modules — basic, intermediate,
and advance. The basic module includes
classes that will help the pupils familiarize
themselves with computer hardware and
peripherals. The intermediate module
focuses on the importance of computer
literacy and the fundamentals of Microsoft
Office. Internet literacy and netiquette were
introduced in the third module.

To truly engage the participants, the
researchers held continuous dialogue with

the key people involved in the research.
They also conducted an orientation for
principals, parents, and pupils to give
them a background on the project.

At the end of the program, a post-test
was done which showed that there was
a significant improvement in the pupils’
learning. It indicated that with structured
learning, the pupils learned a lot because
of the opportunities being presented to
them. From zero knowledge, they were
able to develop understanding of the
basics of computer usage.

Nuncio shares that their next step is to
train public school teachers because they

Dr. Rhoderick Nuncio is a full professor of the Departamento ng Filipino.

Faculty members who served as consultants to the eLearning Project

were Myla Arcinas of Behavioral Science Department

and Jasper Alontaga of the Educational and Leadership Management Department.

Psychology graduate students Susan Grace Neri and Jose Mari Carpena served

as research assistants.

Nuncio

are important pillars in ICT education. The
researchers will also provide the data they
have gathered to the direct participants
as well as to the DepEd and heads of ICT
committees in government to aid them in
policy formulation that would help revamp
the country’s education system.

E-mail: rhoderick.nuncio@dlsu.edu.ph
Trunk line: (632) 524 4611 loc. 509
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